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Introduction

The issue of slavery permeated American politics throughout the 1850s and 1860s.  The Kansas-Missouri border wars, as well as escaping the conflict and settling in Oregon were largely centered on the issue of the white men’s sense of liberty and freedom.

	
	MISSOURI
	KANSAS
	OREGON

	FREE POPULATION
	1,067,081
	107, 204
	52,465

	SLAVE POPULATION
	114,931
	2
	N/A

	TOTAL POPULATION
	1,182,012
	107, 206
	52, 465


Source: Historical Census Browser

http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/php/county.php
Learning Outcomes/Essential Questions
1. What link did the Kansas-Missouri conflict have to the greater conflict facing the nation in 1860?
2. What role did the Oregon trail play in expanding the slavery debate in the nation?

Learning Activities/Questions
1. What percentage of the Missouri population were slaves in 1860?  Why do you think Missourians were so divided about whether or not they should join the confederacy in 1861?

2. If there were so few actual slaves in Kansas in 1860, then what other reasons could you suggest that Bleeding Kansas was all about?
3. Why did so many Missouri Border Ruffians believe it was so necessary for them to make sure that Kansas became a slave state?

4. Why do you think there was no data in Oregon for the number of slaves in 1860?  What other explanations could there be?
